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Automated External Defibrillators Program OPR| 48 
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Supersedes: | 12.01.04 CALEA: N/A 

APPROVED: Edward G. Hargis, Chief of Police 


PURPOSE: The Portsmouth Police Department will provide lay responder service for cardiac 
emergencies by equipping select department members or facilities with Automated External 
Defibrillators (AED). 


GUIDELINES: The Chief of Police will appoint an AED Service Coordinator to manage this program. 
Every member of the department will be familiar with circumstances that may require the use of an 
AED and will follow established procedures for AED use and deployment. Virginia State Code § 8.01- 
225, also known as the Good Samaritan Law, exempts the department and its members from liability 
when an AED is used in accordance with established protocols and standards. 


PROCUDURES: 
I. Training and Record Keeping 


A. All department members will receive familiarization training regarding the benefits of AED 
deployment within the department. 


B. Select officers (AED Officers) will be trained in Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation and the 
American Heart Association (AHA) Heartsaver AED course. Other employees may/will be 
trained as staff and schedules allow. 


C. The Training Unit will provide periodic refresher training for: 


1. All department members in the form of familiarization training. 
2. All AED Officers in the form of re-certification training as presented by the AHA. 


D. The AED Service Coordinator will evaluate the program on a routine basis to ensure it is being 
operated according to this procedure and AHA training guidelines. These evaluations will be 
documented for historical and accreditation purposes. The following records will be maintained: 


1. Employee CPR and AED training. 
2. Monthly maintenance and inspection reports. 
3. Activity log detailing assignment of AEDs and any use of the device. 


II. Indications for Use 


A. Automated External Defibrillators are intended for use in cases of sudden cardiac arrest in 
persons over eight years old with suspected medical causes of collapse. 


B. AEDs are generally not indicated for traumatic deaths such as falls, auto accidents, and gunshot 
wounds. 
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III. General Operational Procedures 


A. 


AEDs will be deployed to assigned units within the department, to include the Booking / 
Processing Unit and associated prisoner holding areas, the Training Unit, and the 
extradition/fugitive squad. Additional AEDs, if available, may be assigned to operational units 
for “on-street” deployment and incident response. 


AEDs will be used in accordance with current American Heart Association training, as indicated 
in II.A above, and AHA coronary care guidelines. This use shall also include cardio-pulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR). 


Employees using an AED will ensure that EMS is notified and responding, by calling 911 or 
using a radio system to request assistance. Employees will specify “full arrest, CPR in progress” 
when requesting EMS. 


. In the event AEDs are deployed in the field, personnel may be alerted by dispatch of a 


respiratory arrest. 


1. AED-equipped officers will use discretion in responding, based on distance to the call and 
the likelihood of Fire/EMS arriving on the scene first. 

2. AED-equipped officers will not deploy the device on a victim when there is verification of a 
written Do Not Resuscitate Order (DNR). 

3. AED-equipped officers will relinquish all medical control and transfer care to the on-scene 
Fire/EMS personnel or other trained medical personnel that may arrive on scene, such as a 
medical doctor. 


Employees assigned AEDs or Unit Supervisors (of units with AEDs) are responsible for 
replacing any disposable equipment used on an AED deployment. Reusable equipment shall be 
cleaned and disinfected promptly. 


IV. Medical Direction Agreement 


A. 


The department will arrange for medical direction to be provided as needed by a licensed 
physician with a specialty in Emergency Medicine or Cardiology. The medical direction may 
consist of: 


1. Development and review of procedures defining patient care standards and AED utilization. 
2. Review of response documentation and rescue data for all uses of the AED. 
3. Oversight of initial and continuing AED training. 


V. Quality Assurance and Reporting 


A. 


B. 


AED Officers that utilize the AED will complete a patient care incident report as provided by the 
Virginia Office of Emergency Medical Services or similar department form. 


One copy of this form is to be given to the responding EMS personnel. 
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C. The original and remaining copy shall be routed to the department's AED Service Coordinator 
who will forward the copy to the Medical Director for a medical review. 


D. Should the resuscitation be unsuccessful, one copy of the report shall be attached to the police 
IBR for the death report. In this case, a photocopy of the original shall be forwarded to the 
Medical Director. 


E. The AED Service Coordinator and the Medical Director will meet as needed to review the 
department's use of the AED as well as specific patient outcomes. 


F. When there is a successful resuscitation, the AED Officer shall be recognized through the 
Department's Award Committee. 


VI. Basic Maintenance & Care 


A. Check the status indicator daily to ensure that it is green. If the indicator is red, refer to the 
trouble-shooting guide in the user manual. 


B. The AED Service Coordinator will assure annual maintenance is performed to confirm that each 
AED is functioning properly and to verify case and accessory integrity. He or she will take out 
of service and mark as such any AED equipment which is not in proper working order and 
properly maintained. The equipment's User’s Manual specifies the required maintenance for 
proper annual maintenance procedures. 


C. The AEDs constitute "issued equipment," and as such, the individual AED officers are 
responsible for the device at all times. Those AED officers with assigned vehicles may keep and 
store the AEDs in their assigned vehicle. While on duty, they may normally be stored in the 
trunk, with the exception of extremely cold weather conditions, when the officer should store the 
device in a safe location inside the passenger compartment. 


APPROVED: 
Edward G. is, Chief of Police 
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